IVo.  30. 


COME  AND  REST. 


Reader  : I believe  there  are  many  persons  who  are 
weary  and  tired  of  every  thing  in  this  life,  and  yet  have 
nothing  to  cheer  them  in  looking  forward  to  the  life  to  come. 
Are  you  one  ? 

I believe  there  are  many  who  are  thoroughly  unhappy  in 
their  own  hearts,  although  they  will  not  confess  it,  — un- 
happy because  they  know  they  are  not  living  as  God  would 
have  them,  — unhappy  because  they  know  they  are  not  fit 
to  die.  Are  you  one  ? 

I am  quite  sure  that  much  of  what  is  called  happiness  is 
utterly  hollow  and  unreal.  Silks  and  satins  often  cover 
aching  consciences.  Loud  laughter  often  comes  from  the 
lips  of  people  who  inwardly  are  heavy  at  heart.  There  are 
many  who  are  always  seeking  rest  and  finding  none.  Like 
those  described  by  David,  they  could  say,  “ Who  will  show 
us  any  good  ? ” Reader,  is  this  your  case  ? 

There  is  rest  for  the  weary  even  in  this  world,  if  they  will 
only  seek  it.  There  is  repose  for  the  weary  of  heart,  if 
they  will  only  apply  for  it  in  the  right  quarter.  There  is 
real,  solid,  lasting  happiness  to  be  had  on  this  side  the  grave, 
if  people  will  only  inquire  for  it  where  it  is  to  be  found. 

Where  is  this  rest?  Where  is  this  repose?  Where  is 
this  happiness  ? It  is  to  he  found  in  Christ.  It  is  given  by 
him  to  all  children  of  mankind  who  will  confess  their  need, 
and  humbly  ask  him  to  relieve  them.  It  is  enjoyed  by  all 
who  hear  Christ’s  voice,  and  follow  him.  “ Come  unto 
me,”  he  says  “ all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and 
I will  give  you  rest.”  “We  which  have  believed,”  says 
his  servant  Paul,  “do  enter  into  rest.”  (Matt.  11:  28; 
Heb.  4 : 3.) 
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COME  AND  REST! 


Reader,  I invite  you  this  day,  in  my  Master’s  name,  to 
come  to  Christ  and  be  his  disciple,  if  you  want  to  be  happy 
Cease  to  seek  happiness  in  the  vain  things  of  this  world. 
Give  up  the  pride,  the  self-will,  the  sinful  stubbornness  of 
your  own  ways.  Come  to  Jesus  as  a humble  sinner,  and 
cast  your  soul  on  him,  and  then  the  rest  I have  spoken  of 
shall  be  your  own. 

Tell  me  not  that  you  can  not  see  that  believers  in  Christ 
enjoy  this  rest  of  soul,  of  which  I have  spoken.  They  do 
enjoy  it,  and  that  far  more  than  you  think.  Some  enjoy  it 
more  and  some  less.  According  to  their  faith  is  their  peace. 
Rut  all  believers  have  a rest  and  peace  which  the  world 
never  gave  them,  and  which  they  would  not  part  with  for 
all  the  world. 

But,  after  all,  reader,  I would  not  have  you  judge  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  by  his  people.  The  best  of  servants 
can  give  you  but  a faint  idea  of  that  glorious  Master. 
Neither  would  I have  you  judge  of  the  privileges  of  his 
kingdom  by  the  measure  of  comfort  to  which  many  of  his 
people  attain.  Alas ! we  are  most  of  us  poor  creatures. 
We  come  short,  very  short  of  the  blessedness  we  might 
enjoy.  But,  depend  upon  it,  there  are  glorious  things  in 
the  city  of  our  God,  which  they  who  have  an  assured  hope 
taste,  even  in  their  life-time.  There  are  lengths  and  breadths 
of  peace  and  consolation  there,  which  it  has  not  entered 
into  your  heart  to  conceive.  There  is  bread  enough  and  to 
spare  in  our  Father’s  house,  though  many  of  us  certainly 
cat  but  little  of  it,  and  continue  weak.  But  the  fault  must 
not  be  laid  to  our  Master’s  charge  ; it  is  all  our  own. 

Reader,  the  weakest  child  of  God  has  a mine  of  comforts 
within  him,  of  which  you  know  nothing.  You  see  the  con- 
flicts and  tossings  of  the  surface  of  his  heart,  but  you  see 
not  the  pearls  of  great  price  which  are  hidden  in  the  depths 
below.  The  feeblest  member  of  Christ  would  not  change 


COME  AND  REST  ! 
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conditions  with  you.  The  believer  who  possesses  the  least 
assurance  is  far  better  oft'  than  you  are.  He  has  a hope , 
however  faint,  but  you  have  none  at  all.  lie  has  a portion 
that  will  never  be  taken  from  him,  a Saviour  that  will  never 
forsake  him,  a treasure  that  fadeth  not  away,  however  little 
he  may  realize  it  all  at  present.  But,  as  for  you,  if  you  die 
as  you  are,  your  expectations  will  all  perish.  Oh  that  you 
were  wise  ! Oh  that  you  understood  these  things  ! Oh 
that  you  would  consider  your  latter  end  ! 

I feel  deeply  for  you  in  these  latter  days  of  the  world.  I 
feel  deeply  for  those  whose  treasure  is  all  on  earth,  and 
whose  hopes  are  all  on  this  side  the  grave.  Yes,  when  I see 
old  kingdoms  and  dynasties  shaking  to  the  very  founda- 
tion, — when  I see  property  melting  like  snow  in  spring, 
and  public  stocks  and  funds  losing  their  value,  — when  I 
see  these  things,  I feel  deeply  for  those  who  have  no  better 
portion  than  this  world  can  give  them,  and  no  place  in  that 
kingdom  that  can  not  be  removed. 

Take  advice  of  a minister  of  Christ  this  very  day.  Seek 
durable  riches,  — a treasure  that  can  not  be  taken  from 
you,  — a city  which  hath  lasting  foundations.  Give  your- 
self to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  seek  that  incorruptible 
crown  he  is  ready  to  bestow.  Take  his  yoke  upon  you, 
and  learn  of  him.  Come  away  from  a world  which  will 
never  really  satisfy  you,  and  from  sin  which  will  bite  like  a 
serpent  at  last.  Come  to  the  Lord  Jesus  as  a lowly  sinner, 
and  he  will  receive  you,  give  you  his  renewing  Spirit,  fill 
you  with  peace.  This  shall  give  you  more  real  comfort  than 
the  world  has  ever  done.  There  is  a gulf  in  your  heart 
which  nothing  but  the  peace  of  Christ  can  fill.  Enter  in 
and  share  our  privileges.  Come  with  us  and  sit  down  by 
our  side. 

Reader,  if  you  are  weary,  I offer  you  rest  in  Christ,  — a 
free,  full,  immediate  rest.  Oh  ! do  not  let  the  offer  be  made 
in  vain.  Come  and  rest  ! 
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BEST. 


REST. 

If  Jesus  be  my  friend, 

And  I to  him  belong, 

I care  not  what  my  foes  intend, 

Though  fierce  they  be,  and  strong. 

I rest  upon  the  ground 
Of  Jesus  and  his  blood  ; 

For  I in  him  alone  have  found 
The  true  eternal  good. 

He  whispers  in  my  breast 
Sweet  words  of  holy  cheer, 

How  all  who  seek  in  God  their  rest 
Shall  ever  find  him  near  ; 

How  God  hath  built  above, 

A city  fair  and  new, 

Where  eye  and  heart  shall  see  and  prove 
What  faith  has  counted  true. 

My  heart  for  gladness  springs ; 

It  can  not  more  be  sad ; 

For  very  joy  it  smiles  and  sings  — 

Sees  naught  but  sunshine  glad. 

The  sun  that  lights  mine  eyes 
Is  Christ,  the  Lord  I love ; 

I sing  for  joy  of  that  which  lies 
Stored  up  for  me  above. 
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